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slaves, sheikhs and swordsmen. They represent
a fair choice of the real Arab5 not the Algerian
or Egyptian or Syrian so commonly palmed off
on us, not the noisy, luxury-loving, sensual,
passionate, greedy person, but a man whose ruling
characteristic is hardness, of body, mind, heart,
and head.

This is no doubt where my being asked to
write a note comes in, for I know these odd people
who sat to him, and some of them have been my
friends. The causes of his going out to Arabia
were, a poet, something a man said, and an un-
published book of mine. His Arabs were amongst
those who fought gallantly for their freedom in
the War. Freedom is a profane, not a saintly
body, for which they cared too exclusively to have
spare mind to see themselves in action. It never
occurred to them that their children might want
to know what they did, and so they wrote down
nothing of their story. I felt that this was a
mistake, and set about making loose notes in the
leisure and detachment which I had, for our race
.has been free so long that by now we have for-
gotten that first wonderful taste; indeed age has
made it cloying, and sometimes we wish for chains
as a variety*

This book was something for the future, but
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